
Cuba will face USA for the trip
to Athens

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, January
9.- Cuba advanced to the gold medal
match and the chance of a place in
Athens after defeating Puerto Rico 3-1
in the second semifinal at the NORCECA
Men’s Olympic Qualifier Tournament
before a more than 4,000 fans.

The attack of Tomas Aldazabal
and Osmay Juantorena was the key for
the Cubans in the first set. The host
Puerto Ricans were ahead 21-18 in the
second, but the more experienced
Cubans came back to erase the deficit
and prevailed.

The Puerto Ricans came out
strong in the third with the consistent
spikes of Victor Rivera and Rene
Estevez, but the Cuban power emerged
again in the fourth with the blocking of
Pavel Pimenta and Yasser Portuondo
and the defensive play of Odelvis
Dominico and Javier Brito. ”It was a
match with a lot of pressure and both
teams gave up the best. I think our
receivers were fundamentals,” said
Roberto Garcia, the Cuban coach.

“I am very proud of my players
because they did their best looking for
the victory, but as I said before you can
not give the Cubans any kind of break,”
said Luis Ruiz, the Puerto Rican coach.
“Now we will try to repeat what happened
on Monday against Canada for the third
place.”

Portuondo and Aldazabal had 20
points apiece and Rivera scored 17 for
Puerto Rico.

USA Men Reach Gold
Medal Match

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, January
9 – The USA men's national volleyball

team moved one step closer to the 2004
Olympic Games by sweeping Canada
in the semifinals of the NORCECA
Olympic Qualifying Tournament Friday
night.

Reid Priddy scored a match-high
16 points and Ryan Millar added 15
points in the 27-25, 27-25, 25-16 victory
as Team USA remained unbeaten at the
tournament with a perfect 5-0 record.
The United States has lost just one set
along the way: Jan. 6 in a 3-1 round-
robin win over Cuba.

In Friday night’s other semifinal
match, Cuba defeated Puerto Rico, 3-
1, to earn a rematch with the Americans.
 The tournament champion qualifies for
the 2004 Olympic Games later this
summer in Athens, Greece.

Puerto Rico will meet Canada in
Saturday’s bronze medal match.

“It was a traditional match well fought
against Canada. I think we made the
adjustments in the service and receiving,”
said Lloyd Ball, the USA captain.

“Once again we failed in the final
moments of the first two sets, it has been
a constant for us in this tournament,”
said Stelio DeRocco, the Canadian
coach.

Clay Stanley added 10 points as
Team USA swept Canada for the second
time in three days. The match was a
rematch of the 2003 NORCECA Zone
Championship showdown between the
two teams, won by the United States, 3-
1, on Sept. 30.

Paul Duerden scored a team-
high 14 points  to lead Canada, which
dropped to 1-4 in the tournament.
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